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SENATE AND HOUSE
Not Much of Interest in Either

Branch of Congress.

SOME ROUTINE BUSINESS TRANSACTED

The Bankruptcy Bill Reported in
the Senate.

THE RUSSIAN THISTLE

¦There was a much better attendance of
Senators today than when the Senate met
yesterday.although there was still scarcely a

quorum present. A message from the Pres¬
ident. transmitting the latest Hawaiian cor¬

respondence. was laid before the Senate
and referred to the committee <Jn foreign
relations.
A (louse bill to amend the act authoriz¬

ing the construction of a bridge across
the St. Loula river between Minnesota ar.d
Wisconsin was passed.

Drlelespy Hill Reported.
The last of the appropriation bills.the

general deficiency.was reported to the Sen¬
ate and ordered to be printed. The House
amendments to the bill providing for the
reimbursement of the state of Nebraska
.f the expense of a threatened invasion by
the Sioux In 1SU0 and 1M>1 were disagreed
to and a conference asked.

Baakraptcy Bill.
The House bill to provide for a uniform

system of bankruptcy was reported to the
Benate by Mr. George of Mississippi, who
also gave notice that he would call (he bill
up for consideration next Monday.
The report of the committee of conference

an the bill directing a resurvey of Grar.t
and Hooker counties. Nebraska, was made
and agreed to.
A resolution was offered by Mr. Mander-

.on and agreed to. calling on the Secretary
of Agriculture for information as to wheth¬
er experiments in planting native pine seeds
In the sand hills of the northwest were be¬
ing arried on and whether it was advan¬
tageous to continue the experiments.
Mr. Coke of Texas endeavored to obtain

Immediate consideration for the House bill
to prevent Interference in the collection of
¦tate. county and l.xiiucipal tax's fcsietscd
against corporations and corporate prop¬
erty. but objection was made by Mr.Mitchell
of Oregon on account of Us importance. and
at the request of Mr. Hoar it was recom¬
mitted to the committee on the Judiciary.

Bill* rn»ril.
The following Senate bills were passed:
To provide for the payment of the 8 per

cent greenback certificates of the District of
Columbia and for the relief of Paul Mc-
Ccrmlck.
Also the following House bills:
To authorize the entry of land for gravel

pits and reservoir purposes and authorizing
the grant of right of way for pipe lines:
to remove the charge of desertion against
Oliver O'Krien and Andrew D. Grugett;
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to
gTant leas s for sites on the Hot Springs
reservation for cold water reservoirs, and to
am.-nd two sections of the Revised Statutes
providing penalties for the crime of barratry
on the high seas. The House bill to subject
to state taxaticn naiicr.al bank notes and
United States treasury notes was called
up by Mr. George, but its immediate con¬
sideration being objected to by Mr. Sher¬
man. the bill went over until tomorrow.
The report of the conferees on the Indian

appropriation bill, announcing agreement
or. certain amendments and disagreement on
others, was made and adopted, and a fur¬
ther conference was agreed to.

Bandry Civil BUI (>.
The sundiy civil appropriation bill was

then taken up and read by paragraphs.
THE HOl'SB.

At the opening of the session of the
House today Mr. McGann (III.) asked unani¬
mous consent for the consideration sf a

Joint resolution instructing the commission¬
er of labor to investigate the effect of the
use of machinery on labor and the cost of
production, its effect on wages, etc. Mr.
Kilgore (Texas) objected.
A bill to remove the charge of desertion

against James Fay iris passed. The at¬
tempt to force the consideration of the
bill to protect public forestry reservations
provided for in the special order of yes¬
terday was abandoned, and Mr. Outhwaite
from the committee on rules withdrew the
special order.
The Itaanlan TlilMle Amenilnieat.
Mr. Hatch, chairman of the committee

on agriculture, < lied up the conference re¬
port on the agricultural appropriation bill.
The only point of difference shown by the
report was the Senate amendment appro¬
priating $1,000,000 for the extermination of
the "Russian cactus." cr "Rnssian thistle,"
In the northwestern states.
Mr. Hatch a*ked that the House further

Insist on its disagreement to this amend¬
ment.
Mr. Gear (Iowa) moved that the House

agree to this amendment. He made a brief
argument in favor of liis motion. It was of
vital importancs to the Dakotas, north
Iowa anl other northwestern states, he
biiid. that the Russian thistle should be ex¬
terminated. It threatened the whole north¬
west.
Mr. Hatch. In reply, said that the com¬

mittee on agriculture had carefully con¬

sidered this subject and had unanimously
rejected the proposition.
After some debate by Messrs. Baker (Vt.)

¦nd Hooker (Miss.) against Mr. Gear's mo¬

tion. and Messrs.Cannon (III.). Boen (Minn.),
Pickler (N.Dak.). Johnson (N.l)ak.) and
Hainer (Neb.), in favor of the motion, the
vote was taken.
Mr. dear's motion was defeated. r«2.176,

sr.d the conferees were instructed to fur¬
ther disagree to the Senate appropriation for
the destruction of the Russian thistle.

FAVORABLE ACTIO*.

Senate Panne* Bill Relating to District
tireenlmcWs.

Mr. Martin today sccured favorable action
by the Senate on Senate bill is:*., to pro¬
vide for the payment of the 8 per cent

greenback certificates of the District.
It directs the treasurer of the United
States to pay to the owners, holders
or assignees of all board of audit
certificates redeemed by him under the
act of June 10, IS*), the residue
of 2.35 per cent of unpaid interest due upon
them from their date up to the date cf ap¬

proval of the act providing for their re¬

demption. He Is also directed to redeem
and p.iy all the remaining outstanding
greenback S per cent bonds of the District,
with interest from the date of issue to the
date of maturity, and with interest at (>

p< r eent from the date of maturity to the
dale of the approval of the pending act.
Tiie treasurer is further directed to sell
sultieient amount of the unissued 3.<£» Dis¬
trict bonds to cover the provisions of the
act.
Mr. Sherman asked the amount of the se¬

curities to be so redeemed, and Mr. Martin
answ-ied that the total was about tl'.l.UVU.
II- <tdd-~l that the bill was indorsed bv the
District committee and unanimously re¬

ported from the District committee. There
was no objection raised to the passage of
Ui» bill.

WHAT MIGHT HAVE . BEEN

An Order to tke Array That Has Just
Become Public.

How Moba Arr to Be Urn It With by
Regular Trosps la Case

.i Hiot. ;

The leaders of the rloteus mobs who con¬
fronted the United States regular troops
during the progress of the great Strike
picbably did not realize how perilously
near they stood to violent death, for not
only were the troops folly authorized to
shoot into the moba. but the commanding
officers were authorized to detail sharp¬
shooters to shoot down Individual rioters
who were particularly obstreperous.
All this is made evident by general order

No. 23. which was made public at the War
Department today. Not for many years
had the United States troops been so gen¬
erally in active scrvUe aa during the
strike, and consequently many commanding
officers were somewhat in doubt as te their
powers and duties under the complex laws
and regulations touching the use of troops.
To meet this demand for exact Information
Gen. Schofield issued ger.eral order No. 23.
It was dated July U. and officer* were in¬
structed to regard it as confidential, be¬
cause it was feared that its publication at
the time would further lntlame the ex-
Cited and lawless mobs. The full text of
the order Is as follow:;:

Text nf Hie Order.
General orders No. 23.

_

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

WASHINGTON, July D, Ls$4.
The following Instructions are published

for the government of the army:
A mob, forcibly resisting o.- obstructing

the execution of the laws of the United
States, or attempting tj destroy property
belonging to or under the protection of the
United Slates, Is a public enemy.
Troops called into action against such a

mob are gov-rued by the general regulations
of the army and military tactics in respect
to the manner in which they snail act to ac¬
complish inj desirm. «.nd. It Is purely a
tactical question in wha. man.ier they shai:
use the weapons with which they are armed
whether by the ftre of musketry and artil¬

lery or by use of the bayonet and saber, ir
by toth, and at what st.i^e of the operations
each or either mode of attack shall be em¬
ployed.
Tills tactical question must necessarily be

decided by the immediate eoitimanler ot Hie
troops, according to his best judgment of
the situation ana the authorized drill regula¬
tions.
In the first stage of an Insurrection law¬

less mobs are frequently commingled with
great crowds of comparatively innocent peo¬ple. drawn there by curiosity Anil excite¬
ment and ignorant of the great danger to
which they are expjscd. I'riier such circum¬
stances the command.ng officer should with¬
hold the hre of his troops, if possible, until
timely warning has been given to the inno¬
cent to separate themselves from the guilty.Under no circumstances are the troops to
f.re into a crowd without the order of the
commanding officer, exi ept that singlesharpshooters, selected by the Commandingofficer, may shcot down individual rioters
who have tired upon or thrown missiles atthe troops.
As a general rule the bayonet alone shouldbe us.nl against nixed crowds in the first

stages of a revolt. Hut as soon as sufficient
warning has been given to enable the inno¬
cent to separate themselves froin.the guiltythe actl jn of the trr>cps should be governedsolely by the tactical consl Jerations involve 1in the duty they are ordered tj perform.They are not callel upon to conside hov.-sreat may be the leases inflicted upon thepublic enemy, except to make the!r blows soeffective as to promptly suppress all resist¬
ance to lawful authority and to stop the de¬struction of life the moment lawless resist¬
ance has ceased, l'utrshment belongs notto the troops, but to the courts of justiceBy command of

_
MAJ. GEN. SCHOFIELD.GEO. D. RUGGL.ES, Adjutant General.

SENATOR VOOHIIKKS BE1TKK.
His Phyaieiaita Think He Will Be Out

la a Daya';"""'
The condition cf Senate Voorheees, who

haa been confined to his home for a week
past by an attack cf bladder trouble, is said
to be slightly improved, and his physician
is of the opinion that he will be out within
a few days. He does not regard the Sena¬
tor's illness as at all alarming, though
the colleagues and friends of the sick man
cannot but feel some uneasiness In the
matter. The Senator rested w>-ll last, nightand Is better than yesterday.

Penalona (¦ranted.
An-.ong the pensions granted today were

the following: inn
District of Columbia.Oricinal, Samuel W.

Mellotte; increase, John Enright, Oscar D.
Jackson: reissue,, John .Schwartz, United
States Soldiers' Home.
Maryland.Richard Hickett, Raltlmor";original, widows, etc., Mary I.. Pines, T!al-

timore; original, John IV. Monosmlth. Bal¬
timore: Mexican war survivors. Increase,Charles P. I'enn, Budd's Creek. St. Mary'scounty: William H. B&0.11, Spa;row» Paint,Baltimore county.'
Virginia.Original, widows, etc., NancyAr.n Copeland. Portsmouth, Norfolk county;Matilda Hland (injtherh.\\>rftover; Charles

City. Original. William I. Gibson, National
Military Home. Elizabeth City; increase.Fielding Diggs, Mathews. Mathews county;original, widows, etc., Susan 0. Tresnon,Richmond, Henrico county.

Minneapolis' Trial.
The official report of the naval board that

conducted the trial and inspection of the
cruiser Minneapolis was aubir.itted to Sec¬
retary Herbert today by Commodore Self-
ridge, its president. The report tells. In a
technical way, the splendid achievement
of the ship in breaking all speed records In
her class, substantiaUy.as'. has been already
toll in a non-techt ical w«y in the columns
of The Star. Certain ti-irmr defects in con¬
struction are pointed out. which, it is stat¬
ed. will be remedied by the tontractOra be¬
fore the ship is formally transferred to the
goverrment.

Violated the Poatal Lam.
The Post Office Department was notified

this morning of the following arrests of
persons charged with violating postal laws:
Fred. W. Crossley at Cripple Creek. Colo.,
by Inspector Mechen; B. H. Baker at Lake
Charles. La., by Inspector Dice; Henry L.
Nichols at Marshall, Mo., by Inspector
Williams.

Fonrtli-t I:iaii Poatmnatera.
The total number of fourth-class post¬

masters appointed today was twenty-five.
Of this number eighteen were to fill vacan¬
cies caused by death and resignation and the
remainder by ren.oval3.

Railway Mail >upcrlutrii«lcnta.
It has been ordered by Postmaster Gen¬

eral Bissell that hereafter railway mail
superintendents shall be appointed from the
division of the railway mail service, instead
of through outside influence. _

Marine Hoi>i>itul Bervice.
The Secretary of the Treasury today

sent a communication to the Senate sug¬
gesting an additional appropriation of $35,-
000 for the marine hospital service on ac¬
count of the additional services Imposed
by the act of iss« in connection with the
quarantina service.

Friends of the Wilson Bill Full of
Hope Today.

BOTH PARTIES TO COMB DOWN

if * Tariff Bill Fails Congress May
Be Reconvened.

r

representatives talk

There were aigns this momlnflr of the
Senate weakening a little from the attitude
assumed In conference over the tariff yes¬
terday. Both sides are evidently alarmed
by the almost hopeless condition In which
they found themselves yesterday. The pros¬
pect opened before them was so bad that
lrstlnctively they are getting around to the
conclusion that absolutely something must
be done. The evidence that Mr. Springer s
move against the ways and means commit¬
tee of his own camp cannot succeed has
apparently impressed the .Senators that
nothing is to be looked for from that quar-
ter. Moreover, tha attitude of the Senate
cor.ferees In repudiating all agreements
reached at the former conference and In¬
sisting upon th? Senate bill, word for word
and letter for letter, was too extreme to be
maintained. This morning's meeting of the
democratic conferees was n» more than nn
Informal talk, and they are to meet tor
work this afternoon.

T« Come Off Their Stills.
There seems to be a general disposition

to come down ofT the stilts which all par¬
ties have been strutting about cn. if the
Senators of the conference will come back
to the agreements on the several schedules
which were reached at the other confer¬

ence. whicle left only the metal, the Iron
?n(1 susar in dispute, and agree

to the reciprocity proposition as to coal, it
Is probable that the House- would say no
more about sugar and take the bill

.fctl,crwa P,easure so doctored could bs
pot through the Senate is another question,
but it is almost tne only basis on which an
ugreemfnt might be reached in conference.

It Is said that If Congress shoul1 adjour 1
without agreeing on a bill Cleveland would
at once call them back again in special ses¬
sion. and keep the fight up until something
is done or until the Congress expires.
Friends of u,c Wllnou Kill Hopefal.
The friends of the Wilson bill were full

of hope today. They gnthorsd about Chair¬
man Wilson and the other Hous* conferees
oil the tariff and assured them that the
danger of adverse caucus action by the
House had been averted and that House
democrats could now be depended on to
stand by the House bill to the last. At
!:"t there was an Inclination among Mr.
N ilson s friends to remain away from the
caucus, it this had been adhered to it
probable the caucus would have lacked a
quorum. But the sentiment is now felt bv
them to b;- so strongly with the House
conferees that Chairman Wilson and his
friends are likely to attend the caucus and
take a conspicuous part in it.

W lint Mr. Strii 11 mm Snyn.
The confident attitude of those identified

with the administration and the House bill
in the present contest was pointedly ex¬
pressed by Representative Strauss of New
\ork. He said: "The House will stay in
session until the 4th of March unleas the
Senate abandons the farcical position of
sen.ling conferees whose Instructions are

Kmn- . L us back nothlng but cur
bill. The Hous? is and has been in a con¬
ciliatory mood, but not in a mood to sur-

.?er; T.hf. House has never demanded
that its bill without the dotting of un i
or the crossing of a t should prevail. Its
conferees have had and have absolute free¬
dom of action. The Senate conferees ad-

that they are bound hand and foot.
"This resolves itself simply Into the old

story of the chief of the tire c mpa.iv, who
when the question of painting the "engine
came up, made a speech saying, "Boys,
you've always been veiy kind to me, and
as we are abcut to paint the engine I am
going to leave it entirely to your taste. I
don't give a how you paint her as
long as you paint her red.'
"It Is no longer a question of rates I

realize, as a merchant, the force of the cry
'anything Is better than delay.' The situ¬
ation. however, has changed, so that the
vital question is not what is best for the
country for the time l>eing. but the far
more important one, shall the neople of this
country or shall concentrated capital be
dictator? The original merits of the tariff
bill.all-important as they are.are second¬
ary to this question."
¦trjirrxrntiitivr Trnoey Confident.
Repiesentative Tracey of New York, who

is one of the warmest friends of the ad¬
ministration in the House, says: "The suc¬
cess of the House contention Is now be¬
yond the slightest question. The caucus
movement has proved a boomerang pnd it J
will result In strengthening the House coil-
ferees at every point. The only question
at present is as to how soon the Senators
will open their eyes to this inevitable re¬
sult. I believe that they are fair men, and
that the present resistance is in (he belief
that the House intends to XiiTender, but
as soon as they become convinced that the
House will remain here until he terms of
its members expire rather than take the
Senate bill then they will yield."

LIGHTING THE CAPITOL.

A* Appropriation to Provide for Klec*
trie I.labia.

It Is the ultimate hope of the members of
the Senate committee on rules that sotn»
day the water power at Great Falls may be
t arneued and made to produce electricity
with Uncle Sam managing tb« wire gates
and the switchboards. By this means they
believe, the Capitol, as well as all the other
public buildings, and perhaps the streets
may be lighted. But that is far in the
future, and meanwhile the legislators must
have light. The present plant U very much
overworked, and it has been estimated
that the present pressure upon the dyna¬
mos is dangerous. Some temporary nro
vision must be made, and so the committee
on appropriations Inserted a act* »araKrar>h
in the sundry civil bill authorizing the ar¬
chitect of the Capitol, with the approval of
the committees on rules.to arrange with anv
existing local electric lighting company to
furnish a current for the Capitol building
at a rate not exceeding half a cent per
hour of burning of a nominal sixteen-candl*
power Incandescent lamp or its equivalent
This arrangement is to be for a period not
exceeding one year. The architect is also
authorized to grant permission to the com¬
pany undert: king the work to lay an un¬
derground conduit through the Capitol
grounds in order to connect its supply
ir.ain.-4 with the building. No expense Is to
be charged to the government for laying
such mains, and any injury to the grounds
or appurtenances will be repaired by the
company. No appropriation is made by
the bill to cover this contract.
These amendments to the bill were agreed

to today without any debate.

To Reronvey Lands.
Senator Gallinger today Introduced In the

Senate a bill providing for the reconvey¬
ance of certain lands by the District Com¬
missioners to Andrew J. and Mary £
Curtia.

MR. STEVENSON DENIES

Vice President's Daughter Not Engaged to

George F. Curtis.
*
A Romance Thnt Wn \ot Cranhed In

the Bud.Xccd for m.
«

Stern' Parent.

Vice President Stevenson this morning:,
through his son Lewis, authorized The Star
to nuke an absolute denial of the story
which appeared this morning in several
out-of-town papers «to the effect that a

prompt interference has just prevented the
marriage of Miss Mary Ptevenson, the
eldest daughte-, to Mr. George V". Curtis,
the clerk in charge of the congressional
law library. The story printed was that
Mr. Curtis met Miss Stevensoa last May
and pursued his attentions so devotedly
that it was understood they were engaged,
that Miss Stevenson wore a diamond ring,
the gift of Mr. Curtis, and that one even¬
ing not long ago Mr. Curtis called at the
hotel where the family stopped and sent up
a note to Mis* Stwenson, asking her to
accompany him on * pi -nic to Great Kails
under the chaperonage of Mrs. Senator
tilanehard. Me l'cHielyevl no 'inswer, the
story continues, ai'u the j.ext day he sent
a second note and t» the evening called
and sent np his card to ascertain ;he fate
of his communications. Mr. Lewis Steven¬
son responded, and taking the young suitor
aside told him that his attentions must
cease.
"The next day Mr. I*wis Stevenson met

Mr. Curtis." the st-ory goes on. "returned
his ring and photograph, and warned him
not to do anything to incur the wrath of
the Vice President. The Stevenson family
then left town."
This statement caused quite a sensation

today at the Capitol, where young Curtis
Is well known. Mr. Lewis Stevenson said
to u Star reporter: "The story printed In
Philadelphia is not true. Mr. Curtis was
not engage 1 to my sister; he has called at
the hotel several times, and was regarded
as a mere acquaintance. There was no
ring, no photograph, no love letters. I can¬
not Imagine how such a report should have
started. Nor Is It true taut we left the city
in a hurry to get my lister arway from Cur¬
tis. My other sister, Julia, has been ill ful¬
some time at Charlestown, W. Va.. ar.d as
soon as she was able to travel w» took her.
together with the rwt of the family, to
Maine. We had bec>i lbanning the trip for
some time, and were merely waiting for ray
sister's recovery. Our movements had noth¬
ing whatever to do with Mr. Curtis. That
is all I have to say. I make this statement
rot my father as we'll a* for myself."

It has been IntiouiLel that possibly Mr.
Curtis, although he declinej to discuss the
matter with the esrresi>on lent who first
sent it out. could throw some light on the
subject of how the romance gained cur¬
rency. The publication contalnel an Inter¬
esting bit of personal biography concerning
Mr. Curtis, that, it is argued, could not
have been a matter of common knowledge.
"Mr. Curtis Is poor.*' thi.-- brief history
states, "but he hat; a stood family name and
excellent prospect*, prgfemir.nally. His an¬
cestors for three generation* won distinc¬
tion in the I'nitel States navy. His grand¬
father, Stephen C'asiit of Pennsylvania, re¬
ceived a guld m-dal for distinguished bra¬
very at til® battle of; Ticonderog*. Young
Curtis is a graduate of Georgetown I'ni-
versity, and lias been admitted to practice
bef^fl'-' the I'nitel States S it>re:ne Court.
A Star reporter sought Mr. Curtis today

at the law library to ascertain his v'eriion
of the affair, but he was promptly inform¬
ed that "Mr. Curtis is out. He will not
he here today."
"Do you know where he Is? Where can

he be found?" aske 1 the reporter.
"I do not know. No one knows," was the

reply.
It may he remembered that Mr. Call made

quite a f.ght on behalf of Mr. Curtis a few
days ago. while the legislative apnroprii-llon bill was under discussion. Mr. Call
desired to make the oltlee of law librarian
very comfot table, and sought to secure
an amendment creating a distinct ..ttice
with a higher salary than ihat which is
now paid to the cierk in charge This was
opposed by the committee ar.d Mr. Call
resorted to ever* expedient to amend the
bill, but without avail.

DISTRICT UOVRRMMRNT.

Watchmen \ecessary.
In accordance with popular demands, the

Commissioners have directed the superin¬
tendent of the Baltimore and Ohio rail¬
road to keep a watchman at the grade
crossing of the railroad at Brookland on the
Metropolitan branch during the entire day
and night.

Notifying Citizen*.
The acting secretary of the Interior De¬

partment has requestel the clerk In charge
of the special assessment division to serve
notice on all parties owning land In squares
(Ell, <iS."i and who are delinquent in the
payment of assessments made by the I'nitel
States for special improvement work done
in front of said land. In accordance with
the provisions of the act of M irch :!. IsT.'i.
I*. S. S.. vol. 17, page .M'J. He says: "It
Is deemed proper that the parties Inter-
stel be ajrain notified of their delinquency

..a the payment of this assessment before
the department takes further action look¬
ing to the enforced payment of the amount
due the 1'nlted States. Your oflice has
heretofore furnished a certified copy of the
assessment as then made, together with a
list of those who have paid the same."

Today's Orders.
The Commissioners today ordered: That

hereafter when a public water main has
been laid upon a street In which there are
private mains that were laid under agree¬
ment that all premises should be discon¬
nected from them and connected with the
public main when laid. It shall be the duty
of the chief clerk of the water department
to require that this agreement be carried
out and that the private main be discon¬
nected from the public main, at its Junc¬
tion with the latter.
That the -.veil at 7th an4 Virginia avenue

be cleaned; pumped down: description re¬
ported of the constnict'.aA of the well lin¬
ing; source of water supply. If practicable;
manner In which tetter enters the well,
and tests made of apmples of the water
taken where the water immediately enters
the well, and of saOftpl * taken frcm the
water ar It Is ordinarily drawn for use
through the pump. -

Necewsnry for Health.
Health Officer Hartimctt in his report to

the Commissioners regarding the placing of
f. trap In alley In square 14, In Georgetown,
says: "The true grade of the alley In
square 14 Is much below the present sur¬
face. The alley contains a number of new
brick dwellings and a new brick stable.
A trap would not afford proper sewerage,affording but temporary relief." He certifies
that the grading and graveling of this alleyis necessary for the public health.

In Ilntl Slinpe.
The Commissioners today received a re¬

port from Health Officer Hammett stating
that a portion of the alley in square 7.'»7
Is now paved, but in bad condition, be¬
cause of depressions and ruts that retain
stagnant water. He certifies that the re¬
pair and paving of this alley is necessary
for public health, and recommends that the
work be done under the compulsory permit
system.

Cnlilnet Mcetlmt.
The Tr?sWont and his cabinet had a num¬

ber of important questions before them at
today's meeting at the White House, chief
among which was the tariff deadlock, the
C'hina-Jetianese war, the Hawaiian ques¬
tion wnd the Salvadorian affair.

A CASK OF GOLD
A Daring Robbery of American

Money in France.

TEE COMING BAIAHAN COMMISSION

Illinois Militia to Be Recalled From

Chicago.

HANGING IN NORFOLK

PARIS, July 31 .-The police of Prance arc

Investigating what is probably one of the
most remarkable robberies on record, and
It Is believed that the police authorities of
the United States will be asked.lf they have
not already been so requested, to take a

hand in the Investigation. In some unac¬

countable manner a cask of gold from New
York, valued at has been stolen
while en route from Havre to Paris.
The French line si earner L.a Touralne,

Capt. Santelll. left New York on July
for Havre with forty casks of Americangold on board, valued at SS.««MWO. ai.d con¬

signed to various concerns. She arriv-xl at
Havre July :2>. The forty casks of gold are
believed to have be^n safely lauded at
Havre, and they are also paid to have been
placed complete on board the train running
between Havre and this city. But when the
ciuks were counted uiwn arrival here there
were only thirty-nine of then:; o«e cask
containing $TiO.WK» In American gold had b>'
some means, still a mystery to the police,
disappeared. The disappearance of the cask
of gold has given rise to a mimlier of p.,lice
theories, the strongest being that the gold
wts followed fram New York by expert
thieves, who patiently awaited their chance
to abstract one of the casks, and who found
this chance while on their way to this city.

Onl> Theories ii» Yet.
The police, pending the termination of

their investigation, will not give any par¬
ticulars concerning the robbery; but It is
believed that several persons were concern¬

ed In the theft, for the cask of gold must
have weighed nearly -<«' pounds, and even
a very strong man could not have carried
such a load alone for any very great dis¬
tance. Aniens the theories being Investi¬
gated Is one which may turn out to l>e cor¬
rect. It Is that the thief, or thieves, hid
in the car in which the gold was subre-
queitly placed, and tiiat while on their wi.y
to I'arls one cask of gol 1 was thrown out
of the train, and the rVuber. or .. bbers,
jumped after it. The fact that only ore
cask of gold was rtolen would seem to indi¬
cate. according to another theory, that ct ly
one person was concerned in the abstrac¬
tion of the cask of gold frr.ni the train.

Tlie Piillce I'nr.*le«l.
But the theories are many and the facts

rustle public are very few. not even the
name of the consignees of the gold being
made known up to the presr-nt. Although
It is positively asserted that the cask of
precious metal was stolen while on Its way
to this city, there are reople who ask If a
mistake may not have been made in the
counting of the,casks at Havre, and
whether the gold was not abstracts on
hoard l.a Tnurnine. To this the steamship
company's officers reply that it Is impossible
for thieves to get at the gold on board s! ip,
so closely is it guarded, in addition to the
fact that the small hold 111 which it is seal¬
ed Is situated in the most secure part of
the ship. In any case a most remarkable
robbery has been committed, and '.he police
of France are busily engaged in an attempt
to solve the mystery.

Xo News In Srw York.
NEW YORK, July 31..'The report of the

robbery of the cask of gold shipped from
this city by the French steamer Lai Tour-
ralne has caused considerable excitement
among the gold shippers. At the office of
the French line it w:is said that no news
of the robbery had been received at the
New York office.

WAST THE 4IBGX RESTORED.

Thta la the Wlah of the Hawaiian
Commission.

PITTSBFRO, Pa.. July 11..The Hawaiian
royalist commission, composed of John A.
Curnmlngs. Samjel Parker and Judge Weid-
ermen. ex-cabinet officers of the royalist
administration, passed through FHtsburg
today on their r. iv to Washington In the
interest of ex-Qu"en l.iliuokalanl.
Judge Weidermen was the only member of

the party up when the train arrived. In an
interview he said:
"We want to bring al>out an adjustment

of nltalrs at the Hawaiian Islands. Queen
Ljtliuokalanl abdicated under protest, and is
waiting for her answer. We are on our way
to Washington to receive it f-om President
Cleveland. On July 4 th government
adoptel :¦ constitution and proclaimed k re¬
public. They wanted to s.»nd the queen
away, as she does not represent the pres¬
ent government. We are anxious to have
the queen restored, p.nd biileve we will be
successful in our mission."

MILITIA AT PILLMAX.

Mayor Hopkins Reilneea the !l«mkrr
of Compnnlea to Three.

CHICAGO, 'uly 31..Mayor Hopkins wired
Gov. Alt geld at noon touay asking him to
recall eight companies of the first regiment.
I. N. O. This order removes three of the
six companies now at Pullman, and leaves
but one company on the Illinois Central
tracks, that at East Hammond. The mayor
said he felt satisfied that the three compa¬
nies left at Pullman could maintain order.
The second regiment, stptloned at the stock
yards, will be left there for the present, and
the mayor refused to say when the remain¬
ing companies at Pullman will be with¬
drawn. The action on the part of the mayor
was the result of a conference between him
and Ylce President Wickes of the Pullman
company, and Adjutant General Orendorf
of the I. N. G. Vice President Wickes did
not anticipate trouble, stating that the com¬
pany was making no effort to secure new
men, and that he expected the old em¬
ployes to eventually go back to their places.

HAKUIXG IX NORFOLK.

The Flrat That Ilna Oreurred There
for Fifty Yeara.

NORFOI.K, Va.. July 81..The first hang¬
ing In Norfolk for fifty years took place at
noon today, when Madison Brown, colored,
was hanged for the murder of Mr. John
Dollard The hanging was witnessed by
about sixty persons and went off without a
hitch. Death was caus»d by strangulation.
The condemned man made no confession.
The morning of April 7, 18*3, several pis¬

tol shots were heard In the vicinity of
Queen and James streets. The residents
of the neighborhood were aroused and soon
it was reported that Mr. John Dollard. a
member of the select council and a prom¬
inent and wealthy citizen, had been killed
by burglars, who were attempting to rib
his store. About ten days after the murder
the detectives discovered a clue and on the
isth of April their efforts were rewarded
by the capture of Madison. Brown and
Alex. Boush. Boush was convicted of mur¬
der in the second d»;ree and sent to the
penitentiary for eighu-en years. Brown, It
was proved, fired the fatal shot, tor which
he paid the penalty today.

THE PRINTING OFFICE SITE

Feeling in the Honse Over the Senate
Amendment

Some Will Flnlit the Mahoar Sllf nnd

Mure to Substitute u Public

Rrwrvatlnn.

Considerable Interest is taken by mem¬
bers of the House in the action of the Sen¬
ate committee on appropriations in tack¬
ing an amendment to the sundry civil bill
providing for the purchase of the Mahone
site for a government printing office. There
has been a great division of opinion among
members of the House upon th? <ju« -lion
of a site, which finally resulted In total
Inaction on the part of the House, v ith
i he prosp^ot that nothing could be done
at this session of Congress. The action of
the Senite committee has revived th^ hope
of foine Congressmen tnat a way out of
the difficulty is now presented.

A Flaht In the lliianr.
If that amendment is agreed to In the

Senate and comes over to tlie House there
is still, however, grave probability that it
may not be agreed to. and at least a strong
tight will be ma le against It. The one en¬
couragement for the amendment lies In
the argument which the advocates of the
Mahone site made when the bill was up in
the House several weeks ago. mainly thatIt would be better to take the Mahone Mtethan uot to have any bill at all at this
session. The members of the appropriationcommittee of the House will not discuss
the Senate amendment at this time. They
say that It will come up in conference,probably, and that they do not want to
commit themselves for or against it.

The Reservation Men Plenae4.
There is an element in the House which

is very much pleased at the action of the
Senate committee in proposing the amend¬
ment. This element Is composed of the peo¬
ple who insist upon erecting a government
printing office upon a public reservation.
They will move to amend the Senate
amendment by striking out the provisionfor the Mahone site and inserting the clause
providing that a public reservation sliall be
selected. They think that this motion will
carry, and that by means of an amendment
to an appropriation bill they will accomplishthe purpose which they failed to achieveIn a separate bill.

\\ hnt Mr. Richardson Sa>«.
Mr. Richaidson, chairman of the com¬

mittee on printing, who has been fighting
a long time for a government printing
office to replace the present dangerous
st:ticture. said In reference to the Senate
amendment, "I am so radically In favor of
a new building that I will be wiliing to
agree to almost ar.y kind of a bill wliich
will provide one. 1 have thought, hereto¬
fore, that the Mahone site was too expen¬sive. and the joint committee on printingreported favorably upon a site which canbe bought for I10ft.<**». However, as the
session Is drawing to an end and the pros¬pect of getting a separate bill through
seems very slim. I will be willing to agree
to a compromise of almost any measureJust so we can get a government printingoffice, and that quickly."

UKXKKAL DEKICIKXCY MLL.

The Last of the Approprlatloa Meal-
area deported Today.

The Senate committee on appropriations
today had reported to the Senate the de¬
ficiency appropriation bill, thus completing
the list of appropriation bills.
Following are the more important amend¬

ments:
Increasing the appropriations for the In¬

tercontinental railway commission from
H'J.ittM to IUMM3; new appropriation of
t&I.OUO to pay E. J. Phelps and J. C. Car¬
ter for their services .m counsel before the
liering sea arbitration; authorising the
Secretary of the Treasury to pay the sala¬
ries of customs officers whose terms of serv¬
ice expired before the appointment of their
successors; Incidental expenses at the Phila¬
delphia mint, freight on bullion and
coin, {.'¦..VKt; striking out authority for the
Interstate commerce commission to employ
counsel; providing for the printing of a new
edition of the abstract of the elevftith cen¬
sus from existing pl»t»s; tc pay ths ex¬
penses of marshals in protecting property
in the hands of receivers, J12S,«» »i; supportof 1'nited States pensioners for lWt,
tor lMH the same amount; for payment of
railroads, other than Pacific roads, for In¬
land transportation. H-,tilt>; to reimburse
the official r»i>orter of the Senate for extra
clerical expenses in the Fifty-third Con¬
gress, for th-.* payment of one year's
salary of the late Senator Vance to his
widow. Increasing the House appro¬
priation for the payment of Southern- Pa¬
cific railroad from to H.OXMM;
increasing the Houre appropriation for the
payment of Indian depredation claims from
$l<m.i«m to S'J.Mi.tMi; to pay special attorneys
of tlie United States courts, JI5.WH.
Payn < nt is provided for a large number

of smaller claims.

BRlMilXU Tilt: HKliULCS. .

What Will Be Uone W 1th tact* mm
Hta Arrival.

The arrival of the U. 8. S. Benni^t n at
Acapulco. Mexico, was announced in a brief
dispauh received at the Navy Department
today. The fever is reported to have abated
and all of the sick, including Dr. Tibbitt.
are convalescing. The vessel will spend a

day or two at Acapulco, taking coal aboard,
and wtll than proceed to Mare Island. Cal.,
where she ahould arriva about the 1Kb of
August.
Gen. Antonio Eseta and his staff, the Sal-

vadoran refugees, are aboard the vessel and
wl«l go to California. It has been suggestedthat upon their arrival within the territoryof the I'nlted States these refugees may be
taken off under habeas corpus, which would
doubtless be followed by their release. The
State Department, however, is under no
apprehension on that score, as It would be a
violation of the comity that should obtainbetween the executive and judicial branchesof the government should a court interveneIn this way In the progress of diplomaticnegotiations, nnd plac^ the State l>epart-
n:tnt in the 1-oFltion of violating Its pledge.There are indications, however, that thewhole matter of the application of the pro¬visional government of Salvador for the ex¬tradition of Kzeta and his staff will soon beamicably settled, perhaps even before thearrival of the Hennington at Mare Island.

Sya alah llaagglera Captured.
Capt. Shepard, chief of the revenue ma¬

rine service, has received a report from
Capt. Willey of the revenue cutter McL.ane,
on duty on the southern Florida coast,stating that on July '£t he captured seven
Spanish schooners from Havana doing acontraband trade along the coast. One ofthe vessels, the Nuera Florida, escapedIn a storm. The names of the others werethe Angelito, the Sevareto, the Javierlna.the Fernandlto, the Felix and the Virgendu Carma. They were all turned over tothe customs officials at.d will be fined forviolations of the customs and quarantinelaws.

Trenaary Receipts.
The total receipts of the treasury for the

present month were Et?,5MP,000 and the dis¬
bursements SSi.'.UM***, Interest payments,however, increase th»3e disbursements byabout J7.SU0.0Wt, making the receipts and
disbursements for the month approximatelythe same. The receipts from internal reve¬
nue were |"2ri,033,000 and from customs
$S,Uo0,000. The pension payments aggre¬
gated 413,200,000.

DESPERATE BATTLE
The Chinese and Japanese Fleets

Have an Engagement.

CHINA SUFFERS i UAL DEFEAT
A Battleship and Two Cruiser*

Captured or Destroyed.
GREAT LOSS OF LIFE

TIEN TSIN, July 31..A naval battle
fought yesterday between the Chinese and
Japanese Jleeta. The Japanese sunk the
Chinese battleship Chen Yuen, and two large
cruisers, supposed to be the vessels built
for t hira by the Armstrongs, were cap-
tured or destroyed by the Japanese.
The Chen Yuen was a battleship of T.«»

tor.g displacement, carrying 14 1-2 inches
compound armor at the water line. Her
battery included four twelve-inch suns, pro¬
tected by an armored breastwork, and tva
strailer Krupp's. She was also furnished
with eleven Hotchlciss cannon and tubes for
Whitehead torpedoes. In addition, the Che*
^uen had twa eifht an** one-quarter-Inch
and 0-inch Krupp's in her main battery and
a secondary battery of Hotchklas revolving
cai.non.
The Chen Yuen was built for China at the

Stettin works. She was a sister ship of theTinfc \ u*»n, and wub th^ itiort powerfulwarship In the Ctiinese navy, with the ex¬
ception of ti.e Ting Yuen.

Vreat Uh of Ufe R«iwrtr4.
SHANGAI, July 31..News ha4 Just bee*

received here of a desperate hattle betwees
the fleets of China and Japan, in which the
Chinese were defeated, and the Chen Yuen,
the largest battleship but one in the Chinese
s.-i vice, was sunk, and two other larire
Chinese vessels, said to be first-class cruisen.were captured or destroyed. The battle washotly contested, but 1 he Japanese appear tohave handled their guns, ships and torpedoeswith more skill than the Chinese. TheChinese fleet engaged carried nearly a thous¬and men, and a large number of them areleponed to have been killed or drorned.Later dispatches say that few. If any, of'he Chinese engaged In the battle escaped.Tvo German officers, in command of theChen Yuen, are reported to have met deathwith the crew cf that vessel.

Slgaln.-aace u( the Defeat.
The news of the battle was received her*

by private telegrams from Tien Tsin. and It
is admitted that if the report is true. It
means that an end has been put to the
power of China, to far is fighting Japan
upon the sea is concerned. Not one of the
remaining ships of t'hlna will da-e show It¬self cut of port If u Is true that th» first-class battle thlp Chen Yuen has been sunkbv the Japanese. The Ch?n Yuen musthave Started out from Tak i after leavlnrthe Chinese Transports there.
The two Chinese cruisers supposed to havebeen captured or destroved during the en¬

gagement which ended so fatally for the\iK;n are the Chin Yuan and the Foething. The Chin Yuan was a protectedcruiser built at Elswick, England; she had
a displacement of 2.3m tons and attainedan average speed in her trials w ith allWeights, batteries and crew aboard of 1HWknots. Her armament consisted of three*Vinch Krupps and two tilnch Arm¬strongs, protected by splinter-proof s iields.She also carried eight tt-poun<ler rapid-fireHotchkiss guns, six Gatlings and four tor¬pedo tubes.
The Foo Chlng was also an English builtprotected cruiser, very much similar to thethin 1 uan. She had a displacement oftons, was built of steel in ls*i andcarried ten guns of about the same caliber

as those carried by the Chin Yuan.
Jipssnr oactal Dtatewat.

YOKOHAMA. July 31..The following offi¬
cial statement of the difficulties between
China an Japan which led to the outbreak
of hostilities between those two countries
has been Issued by tae Japanese govern¬
ment:
Japan and Chlra were approaching asettlement of their difficulties when Chinssuddenly requested Japan to withdraw herfleet from Corea and to give a formal com¬pliance with the Chinese demands l»jr the-iuh. otherwise the whole Chinese forces

were to land and a sea advance up n the
fort of China was to be made.
The Japanese regarded this as an ulti¬

matum. but acting under the advice of thefriendly powers, they agreed to the pro¬posals. in piinciple. in amended form, atthe same time declaring that if the threat¬ened Chinese advance was n.ade on thea»th. it would be regarded as a nunace toJapan.
It is conjectured that the Japanese navalcommanders w«re Instructed to !«. on thequi Vive for the Chin.se worships, andseeing the latter advancing on Julv i'T theropened fire. '

The Japanese do not heliex-e that the kueShing. the Chinese transport sunk by aJapanese cruiser was flying the British flagbut in any case they regard it, if true asbeing a russe de «uerre.
The Japanese indignantly deny thecharges of brutality brought er.ainst theofficers .and crew of the cruiser which sankthe Chinese transport Kow Shlng No offi¬cial report has been received at Yok. hamsof this engagement.
Japan and Ike rhllliHlne lalaada.
MADRID. July 31..Misgivings nre offi¬

cially expressed here regarding the pcsslbliresult to the Philippine Islands in th«
event of Japan becoming the dominant
power In the far east. It is said to be pos¬
sible that Japan might utilise the trouble
at Mindanao Island, Malay archl|*elago as
a pretext to execute her ambitious -de¬signs

Prsteataat Mtsainaaelea dstrr.
SAN FRANCISCO.July 31..Reports from

Heng Kong show that there Is unrest both
in northern and southern China and that
the outlook for foreign missionaries is bad.
Anti-missionary disturl*nce« are reported
from Kiang Yon. on the Yang Tse Kinng,
but a far mere serious affair occurred at
Shek Lung. n?ar Tung Kun, on the 1'earl
river, on June 'Jii. In this instance the
Ame rican Pr« sb) te-rian Church was demol¬
ished by the mob. and one Christian.wheth¬
er a foreigner or native has not yet teen
ascertained, was kille>d. The Roman Cath¬
olic Church was well guarded by e^hines*
soldiers, and It Is a fa -t worthy of notic*
that here, as at Kiang Yon, the Catholic
missionary escaped scathlesa, while the
Protestant brethren suffered heavily.

The Trlrsrspk Service.

NEW YORK, July 31..'The Anglo-Ameri¬
can Telegraph Company issued this morn¬

ing the following notice: "Government
messages to Tien Tsin end Pekin. when
not written In plain language, are accepted,
but are subject to the scrutiny of the
Chinese government. Government tele¬
grams In secret language for Foo Cliow ate
admitted. Shanghai notifies that lines tc
Chefoo. Tien Tsin and the north are In¬
terrupted."
The central cable office of the \Ve.«tera

Union Telegraph Company has received ad¬
vices from Hong K.-ng and Shanghai to
the efTe-ct that the Chlne.ie telegraph com¬

panies will not ccc. pt any telegraphic mes¬

sages respecting the war l»e*iv.et-n e'hlna
and Japan. The Chinese land line* north
of Shanghai arc Interrupted, cutting oil
Tien Tsin and Pekin.
The Commercial <"aSle Company thia

morning sent out the following notices:
The Eastern Telegraph Company not lies
us that the lines to Chef.wj, Tl'-n Tsin .mil
tl«» north are interrupted. The Eastern


